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SepteMber 16, 1970 
Mr. John Acuff 
P. o. Box 828 
Cookeville, Tennessee - 38501 
Dear John: 
Thanks so much for the powerful letter you wrote on - September 
4. It was beautiful getting to talk with you the other day. 
The sound of your voice pr _oduced some calm in my own soul. 
Right now I simply feel like running. I have nowhere to turn 
for _any substantial meaning and direction in my life . save to 
Jesus Christ. Even in turning to Him , I do not sense the 
material and concrete meaning of the direction He gives. · All 
I know to do is to stand where I am, to try to serve the best 
I can • . The distraction internally is overpowering, especially 
at a time when I ·need to allow God to use me most in the fall 
series on Sunday evening and in the study of Romans. I am 
p0 1 1r .i ng myself into the study of Romans as best I can, attempt-
ing to aiscipline myself by the day in surrendering to Jesus. 
Sometimes -it simply sounds like words and other times I sense 
the peace that comes from the personal relationship with 
Christ that is destroyed by nothing, · not even your wor~t critics 
or your best friends. Please ·pray for me. I so selfishly want 
another direction for my life and want to be in a context of 
supportive, loving friends who believe in me and who can 
profit from what I am teaching. /• . 
Here the situation is · al"most completely hostile. I am encour-
aged by so many loved ones but it isn't the kind of encourage-
ment that I feel fed by. I really don't know ·why -t;hat is, 
either. I~ realy makes for a puzzle an~ above all it makes 
for a depth of loneliness that I can't describe, but. enough 
of pouring out of the feelings of my soul. Just remember me 
in your prayers, asking God to give me wisdom . and understanding 
and direction of my life. · 
You will be getting, in separ .ate mail, the copy of a letter . 
I have written to Charles Williamson. I have also sent a copy 
of this letter to Joe Adams an~ tq Jack Sells. You and Jack 
should be very wise in the way you handle that letter. In 
fact, I sent it to you not for your use but solely for your 
information. I hope that this is not a sign that Charles is 
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going to begin to systematically prosecute me in the minds and 
h~arts of the many members ' at Broad Street. I suppose, however, 
that it . is one of the few places left where I can find warmth in 
acceptance _of so many people there. This again may be the way 
that~ must come to realize there is absolutely no base for mean-
ing in '·fov life save Jesus Christ, Himself. Not my marriage, not 
my home;-not any churches with which I have worked in the past, 
not with any friends, but solely Jesus Christ. I only hope that _ 
I can learn lessons from the ·se experiences that will glorify Him 
and fulfill His will in my life. Please be very cautious in 
relating to Charles. Please don't make an issue of this. Simply 
file it away for a greater effectiveness in your response to 
Jesus Christ in the local situation and please counsel Jack to 
do the same. 
fM your letter of September 4, you talk about the institutional 
church versus the "Holy Catholic Church." I think you need to . 
reall y look into the Biblical do,ctrine of the church. It will 
give you some direction. For instance, I've found that almost 
without exception, in everything the New Testament sa y s about 
the church, find its focus in a local group of believers . The 
talk in vague and in general _terrns about the universal church is 
to miss the particularity · and the · concreteness of what the 
church · really is. Otherwise, you wind up with a Roman Catholic 
mysticism, or some other humanized view that isn't the body of 
Christ at all. I'm not sure what · this means for local congreqa-
tions like the Broad Street Chu .rch or like the Highland church, 
but I do know that the most Biblical and meaningful participa-
tion in the body of Ch:r:ist is in · conj.unction with other "members 
o.c ........... ~ body." See Romans 12 and Ephesians 4 for this basic 
·interaction with · other members so necessary to our personal 
participation in the church . 
_Your decision regarding your -will was deeply .moving . I can't 
tell you what it means to have you _to think th-at much of me. 
°If anything should happen , to cause the trustees you mentioned 
to have to deal with your estate, you know that God's will 
and your f am.fly' s bes ·t interest would be paramount. Thank 
you for letting '.me help, if ever -the need arises. 
I frankly do not believe Ira Rice has a theology. The work 
presupposes a view and a theology of God. Unfortunatel y , I 
am - afraid that Ira has bowed at too many false idols to _know 
what a personal relationship to the living God is all ahout. 
I<f there were such a relationship, I think we would see the 
fruits of it in some kind of loving concern for brethren, in 
the place of the persistent party-spirit now characterizing him, 
but I could be completely wrong about this. Thanks for remind-
ing me about the material on m~morizing. I am having Helen mail 
you my personal copy of You Can Memorize God's Word, by Marlin 
Hoffman. Don't mess with all the material in the front of the 
book. Get the part over at the back where · Marlin has his eight-
count, or eight day method explained. This is the one I use. 
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I know of no way to mark a man like Ira Ri ce. I have already 
marked him in my own life and relationship. I plan to have 
nothing whatsoever to do with him other than in a clear-cut 
ministry to him, in i'n a clear-cut opportunity God might provide 
for reconciliat .ion. I am not going to write him because he · 
uses everything written to him - ·often prints letter s mailed to 
him in his newsletter. He is like the proverbial tar-baby that 
one can't get loose from. 
We are praying for you and for your family. I was thrilled to 
hear about John E's progress at school. Mrs. Farrell can be a 
great tea che r. I pray that God will use ,her mightily with him. 
'l'hanks again f1Dr what you are, what you mean to us. God must 
hav e s ome mighty opportunities down the road for us if we continue 
to open ou .rselves to each other ancl to Him. 
Your brot her, 
John Allen Chalk 
J.AC:l c 
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